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criticized on account of their indifferent educational
methods.   Now the Nationalists founded a number of
schools called reformed Koranic schools^ or Nationalist
medersas, where in addition to religious teaching
attempt was made to provide an education on          or
less   up-to-date   lines,   and   this   innovation   proved
sufficiently popular to attract a large number of pupils
These schools, under the cloak of religion, were hot-
beds of Nationalism^ and In addition to reducing the
number of pupils at some French schools, constituted
such a menace to the country that a commission
at Rabat to decide what steps should be          to
with it.
The chief difficulty was to decide which were the
legitimate Msid or Koranic schools and which were the
primary private Moslem schools. If the Kationakst
educational establishments fel in the former category
action was difficult, if in the latter they came under the
authority of the Direction of Public Instruction,
could be dealt with
Eventually the grand vizier defined the Msid
as* 'Schools giving an education at base religious but
including reading, writing, grammar, recital by heart
of the Koran and religious verses, elementary notions
of Moslem law9, and primary private Moslem
as* 'Establishments giving in  addition to the tradi-
tional teaching in the Msid> a modern^ secular educa-
tion, however limited in extent*.
In accordance with these definitions all the free
Nationalist schools and              came under the cate-
gory of primary private Moslem schools, thus by a
dahir dated April ist 1935 were subject to the juris-
diction of the Direction of Public Instruction, Further-
more, it was decided that BO further schools of this kind